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The photo on the front cover is Faith and she with her husband 
Stephen and their children live in Makueni. Severe droughts often hit 
this region of Kenya to the extent that her fields were turned to dust. 
She said: “We did not even try to farm because there was no water.” 
 
Christian Aid provided the funds to a local partner organisation so that 
Faith and people from her village were able to construct a sand dam to 
capture the little rain that did fall so that it didn’t just run off. 
 
The dam means that the villagers don’t have to walk up to 6 hours a 
day to get water. This is all thanks to generous people like you, who 
have helped provide a dam close to her home. ‘I have been sustained 
by the earth dam. My life has changed. I am very happy. You can see 
in my face: my face is shining. I have strength and power. There is a 
village nearby – they don’t have an earth dam. They travel for a long 
way to come to this water point. They are suffering.’ ‘I am thankful to 
people who have donated to build this earth dam.  
I am praying God will increase their giving.’  



Thoughts from Sandy 
 
 

How do we live a Godly life?  

How do we grow in the faith?  

How can we learn and progress forward? 

How do we enter an intimate, ongoing relationship with God?  

The answer is simply, with practice. Firstly we must ask the Holy Spirit 

to guide us through our daily activities. We must dedicate part of our 

day in prayer and Bible study. We will then learn to be with God in our 

day to day experiences. This "with God" life takes little time, and yet it 

occupies all our time. We learn to bless those who curse us. To weep 

with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. Our very 

presence should be a blessing to all we meet. 

2 Corinthians 9 v 8 tells us "And it is in God's power to provide you 

richly with every good gift; thus you will have ample means in yourself 

to meet each and every situation, with enough to spare for every good 

cause." 

Press on, brave hearts, Your Saviour stands beside you. 

He is your strength and he will be your guide. 

Fear not the evil that is all around you. 

In good or ill He travels by your side. 

Press on, brave hearts for there are those who need you. 

You bear the torch to fill the world with light. 

Hold high the torch so all will stand beside you 

And seek no more to live in realms of night. 

 

 

 
 



How are we doing? 
 
The answers to this question may vary as to what has happened during 
the day:  
Who we have spoken to?  
What we have seen on the television?  
The weather? 
What the post has brought? If anything! 
All sorts of things contribute to the kind of day we’ve had , to how we 
feel. And yet, when I phone people up we are all remarkably cheerful, 
finding new ways to fill the time, making contact with people, getting to 
know them better, finding new ways to feel at home with ourselves 
although, inevitably, sometimes a little lonely. 
What is happening at church?  

• We have a daily message from three or four people in turn 
organised by Victoria 

• We have prayers on three days a week – Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday – Wednesday is as a Pod Cast Audio so we can 
listen to it being read. (Mike Limb is organising this) 

• SundiClub takes place every Sunday morning via zoom 
organised by Julia and Bethany  

• Different members of the congregation prepare a service and 
this is available by email, on the website and now all services 
are available by post to those without email/computer. 

• Bible Studies carry on led by Victor. Other groups also continue 
to function. 

• There is a  zoom coffee morning  on a Monday at 11.00am 
arranged by Victoria and this last week was led by Billy 

• People without email have been posted the service and been 
able to read it with each other or over the phone. 

In addition to this there are countless contacts, messages, phone calls 
by many, many people keeping in touch with each other and sharing 
good news and not so good. If you feel that you are ‘missing out’ on 
any of these then do contact Margaret or Victoria and we will fill you in. 
 
In the meantime stay safe, stay positive, stay sure that you are part of 
a church fellowship who care deeply about you and that the God who is 
behind and within this universe cares for us all. 

Margaret  
 



News of the Fellowship 
 
We were sad to hear of the death of Roger Wakeford on April 17 th, we 

send our sympathy and prayers to his family and friends. 

Anne Addleton has passed away on April 24th at the impressive age of 

99. Anne has been housebound for many years and up until last month 

was living in her own home with her son Martin. Following a stay in 

hospital she was moved to Jasmine Court Nursing Home where she 

died.  In recent years Anne would talk of her church life, a faithful 

follower of Jesus all her life, she would share fond memories of organ 

music and would always sing or hum a hymn. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with her family at this sad time. 

We also heard during the month of the death of Kevin Gamble’s 

brother in law Robin, and the illness of his sister Pat, both due to Covid 

19, our thoughts and prayers are with the family. 

Congratulations to Betty Marsh who celebrated her 90th birthday  on 

April 17th .                                                                               

Congratulations to Jean Pratt who will be 100 years old on May 27 th,  

we send our very best wishes to her. 

David Green is in Coalville hospital where he is receiving 

physiotherapy and showing some measure of recovery. 

Moyra Davies is in Sutton in the Elms Care Home and will soon be 

reassessed as to her future care.  

Doris Bowler (Paul’s mother) is recovering after her hip operation in 

LRI.  

Stan Coombes has been unwell but is now much better. 

Please think of all our friends in hospital or care homes where they 

cannot have visitors and for their relatives who cannot visit them. For 

those with dementia who cannot understand the present situation and 

for their carers who are not able to get the respite and support they are 

used to. All these need our prayers and any support we can give at this 

time. 

 



Remembering our friends 
 

Anne Addleton  
 
Anne spent a great deal of her life involved in Christian churches in the 
area and contributed much to their worship. Her father was a lay 
preacher and she used to go with him when he was taking services in 
the villages, often church or Sunday School anniversaries, and 
contribute to the music there. She also played the piano at Monday 
evening services and accompanied at a dancing school in 
Loughborough. 
 
Anne attended several churches  in Loughborough notably Leicester 
Road and Sparrow Hill Methodist churches and she and her husband  
Charles were faithful worshippers at Loughborough Baptist Church 
sitting regularly to the left of the centre aisle -many of us will remember 
them there each Sunday. 
 
Her son Martin spoke of her kind heart and her regular visiting of an 
elderly lady in the area. 
 
After the death of her husband Anne remained living with her son on 
Kirkstone Drive and recently moved to Jasmine Court on Nottingham 
Road. 
 
Anne died on Friday morning 24th April aged 99. We give thanks to 
God for her life and our thoughts and prayers are with her sons and the 
other members of her family who kept in touch regularly and will miss a 
much loved mum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Frederick ROGER Wakeford: 
Easter (March 1940) – 17 April 2020 

 
Roger Wakeford was born at Easter time in 1940.  He was the second 
of three boys born to his parents.  His elder brother was Dave and his 
younger brother was called Geoff. 
 
At the end of his teenager years Roger went to a teacher training 
college in London.  He did a two year course and graduated with a 
Teaching Certificate and went on to teach secondary school children 
biology.  Roger missed National Service as it had been phased out as 
he went into teacher training. 
 
By the late 1970's Roger had finished teaching and he started a 
radiographer's course with David Brackenbury in Plymouth.  David & 
Roger did many walks in that area.  In the 1980's Roger worked for 
Plymouth Airport in a clerical role. 
 
Roger came to live in Loughborough, initially with the Brackenbury's in 
Warner Place, then he moved to Rendell Street.  His main job in this 
area included working for Morris Cranes as a technical author.  He also 
worked for Carters drinks at Kegworth, DHL at East Midlands Airport 
and on the post in Loughborough. 
 
In later years he lived at Connaught House, Loughborough.  He 
suffered from Parkinson’s and other illnesses whilst here and so life in 
his later years was difficult. 
 
Roger came along to Loughborough Baptist Church in the mid 1980's 
and was baptised in May 1989. 
 
Roger liked his seaside holidays and in his later years spent time in 
Weston-Super-Mare, Falmouth, Yarmouth and Ipswich around 
Constable country.  He particularly liked John Betjeman country in 
Cornwall and it was his wish that his remains be interned at                    
St Enodoc's Churchyard, Trebetherick, Cornwall. 
 
Roger was a life-long lover of beer.  He enjoyed going to the public 
house and in Loughborough this was: The Albion, The Swan in the 



Rushes and others.  David Brackenbury & I would meet up with Roger 
at these places which was a bit like The Last of The Summer Wine. 
 
Roger lived to see his 80th birthday. He died at LRI on 17th April with a 
chest infection. I shall remember him as an affable, kind-hearted 
person who didn’t complain of his illnesses.   
 

Paul Anderson, April 2020 
 
 
 
Some additional information and thoughts about Roger from his 
friends at Loughborough Baptist Church. 
 
John Thirlwell, who did a fair amount of work for Roger when he lived 
in Rendell Street in the late 1990’s remembers good times, interesting 
conversations, and a rather exciting incident with a broken television – 
Roger was very good company.  
 
David Brackenbury describes Roger as ‘a proud Cornishman of 
independent spirit who never lost his accent.’ 
 
Fond memories from your friends at Loughborough Baptist Church! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A letter to the family of Ray Levers 
 
Dear Karen, Stephanie, Guy and Martin, 

This letter comes from your friends at Loughborough Baptist Church to 

assure you that you are in our thoughts and prayers as you remember 

your dad and all that he has meant to you and done for you. 

Your dad was baptised at Baxter Gate, he met your mother at church 

and was married at the church; it was a very happy day surrounded by 

family and friends. He remained a Loughborough man, working at the 

Brush and being an active member of the U3A, helping produce the 

magazine and  being involved in the IT. 

After your mother’s death we were very pleased to see your dad 

becoming more involved in the church fellowship. 

I feel sure that you  remember something of your family’s life at 

Loughborough Baptist Church. Your grandfather was, of course the 

minister before we came to Loughborough and was very highly thought 

of. Your Grandma started the BWL at church and Audrey Hall and  

Lucy Haynes remember going with your mum to the meetings on a 

Tuesday evening. Many people also have memories of your aunt, Miss 

Levers who was very involved in church life especially after she retired! 

As children we remember that you were very much part of the Sunday 

School, singing in the Anniversaries under the direction of Mrs Dorothy 

Towers! You took part in Christmas plays and plays such as the one 

shown in the photograph. I hope that your memories are full of the 

friends you made and the good times you had. 

It would be good to hear from you and the memories you have of the 

fellowship at Loughborough. Do contact us and share some of them 

with us. 

Yours in Christian Love,  
Margaret Thirlwell  

on behalf of 
Loughborough Baptist Church 

 
 



International Fellowship Group Meetings 

Dr Robert Schuller, an American televangelist once said, “Tough times 

don’t last, but tough people do”. We are in unprecedented times, and 

the Church must devise means to get together for Bible studies and 

prayers. The Church building may be closed physically because of 

COVID-19, but the Church is not closed in our hearts in every home. 

All the groups in Loughborough Baptist Church have been actively 

meeting with the help of technology, and our group is not left out. After 

playing the catch-up with technology, Howard has led us in Bible study 

using Zoom Apps. We had already established WhatsApp as our 

means of communication before the lock down, but it has its limitations 

in terms of video conferencing. 

After the lock down started, we have studied the book of Luke chapter 

24:1-49. We first started by sharing experience of what Easter means 

to us individually, and how it is celebrated back in our various 

communities. We ruminated on the fact that Easter is celebrated with 

deep reflection about the activities that led to the crucifixion and burial 

on a Friday, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Sunday, the third 

day. 

We have found this study useful, as we tried to relive the death, burial 

and resurrection to the modern day, and its importance to our Christian 

faith. How His disciples first failed to recognise Him, because of the 

distractions and confusion of His resurrection. The women out of love 

and respect, took spices and perfume to the tomb, just as we do in this 

modern age with flesh flowers. How will we react if we find the stone 

rolled away and the tomb empty? If Jesus is to appear to us today, 

would we recognise Him as He appeared to the two disciples on the 

way? We agreed that if a loved one that has passed on appears to us 

today, we would be scared and think it is a ghost. We would be 

continuing our Bible study by looking at the book of Psalms, and hope 

that the Church would be able to have a Zoom service one of these 

days.  

Victor Ojo 



A Memorable Easter 
 
We shall remember this Easter if only, we hope, as the only one we’ll 

ever spend in isolation. So on Good Friday evening we settled down to 

watch Kings College Choir sing beautiful Holy Week music (a bit 

highbrow and not always close to the story). We then watched a 

YouTube transmission of “Jesus Christ, Superstar”, as performed live 

at the National Indoor Arena in 2012.  What a contrast! 

Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber had written “Joseph and his 

Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” as a fun piece for schools to sing at 

the end of term; it took about 35 minutes. We produced it with Sunday 

School children in a village chapel near Northampton in my first 

pastorate, with some dressing up and simple acting. The expanded 

stage version came later. 

In 1970 the same writers released a 7” single of “Jesus Christ, 

Superstar”. The double LP followed with a running time of 87 minutes. 

It was not intended to be a show; that came a few years later; we saw it 

at the Palace Theatre in London, a loud, impressive rock opera. 

“Superstar” was lambasted by Christian critics; it’s a secular 

presentation from the imagined standpoint of Judas and with a 

heightened role for Mary Magdalene. But the lyrics are as inventive and 

the tunes as memorable as “Joseph”. 

Watching it again last week, we could pretty well sing along with it all, 

but it also brought back another vivid memory. In 1970 I was working 

with large numbers of young people at the College Street Church, 

Northampton. With only the 7” single to work from we decided to put on 

a Holy Week Disco (Discos being the new replacement for live bands) 

each night of the week, free of charge. We decorated the Church Hall 

with cross-shaped stars (like the moving star at one of our Carol 

Services) and played the latest records. In the middle of each evening, 

the Church’s young people told the Holy Week story in a modern 15-



minute presentation with acting, words and projections. About 300 

young people crowded in each evening and the reaction to our 

presentations was noisy to say the least and sometimes hostile, but the 

addition of professional p/a made it possible for us to get the message 

across. 

On the final evening, Good Friday, Colin, a young BB Officer, came 

through the crowd carrying the cross, goaded on by other lads. The 

dancing stopped but many dancers joined in the shouting of “Crucify 

Him!” It was a cacophony of noise, until the cross reached the platform 

and the sound of hammering rang out; Colin stood before the cross in 

the cruciform position. The whole place went deadly quiet, as he spoke 

the words of Jesus, “Father, forgive them; they know not what they do.”  

It was an unforgettable moment. It fulfilled the words of Jesus centuries 

before “If I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.” 

As the powerful “Jesus Christ, Superstar” anthem boomed out in the 

National Arena on the TV recently, we were carried back to that 

amazing night. “I wonder if any of those young people present were 

affected by what they heard there?” said Gillian.  

There were a hundred young people in the gallery on Easter Sunday 

evening, a few more than usual. 

David Butcher  

Keeping in Touch 
 
Try and speak to someone by phone every day, it will cheer and 
encourage you and them. 
Phone numbers and email addresses are in the Church Directory,        
LBC website is www.lbcweb.org.uk 
LBC email is office@lbcweb.org.uk 
A WhatsApp group has been set up – Vicky Edwards is the contact. 

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/
mailto:office@lbcweb.org.uk


Family worker update 
 

I hope you are all well and have been enjoying the recent sunshine! As 
you know, these past few weeks have been quite out of the ordinary for 
all of us, including our children and families. As it has not been possible 
to run our usual groups, I have had to be more creative in how we 
support and connect with the children and families we have within our 
community at Loughborough Baptist Church. Here is an update on 
what I and the families have been doing since the lock-down period! 
  
Little Stars (under 5's) 
We have been staying in contact via our WhatsApp group, each doing 
our own crafts and enjoying the sun at home and then sharing them 
with each other. Some crafts include rockets and Easter crafts. A 
couple of families even managed a trip to the virtual zoo! Some other 
exciting news is that one of the mum's gave birth to a beautiful baby girl 
named Freya on March 25th. I'm hoping we can have a group zoom 
call together very soon.  
  
Superstars (5-11's) 
Normally at Superstars we have a bible story and then do some crafts 
together, therefore, to replace this I now do weekly Craft Tutorial 
YouTube videos to keep Superstars occupied at home. There are three 
videos so far, all of which include a verse for the day! Planning, filming 
and editing these videos are often what I spend a lot of my time on to 
make sure they are ready by the end of the week (I have a lot more 
respect for YouTubers now I realise how much time goes into each 
one!). I've also sent a few of the families craft packs so they have the 
resources they need at home. You can see the videos on YouTube if 
you type in "Crafts With Beth" (Here is the link to watch these 
videos https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw0bEjHDVMnmbuX8LrK-
Bhw). 
 
  
Sunday Club  
Each Sunday we have been having a virtual Sunday Club via Zoom 
after sending out an online story, song and activity to do beforehand. 
These have been really nice to keep in touch with everyone and 
continue fellowship. Some key highlights were celebrating May and 
Thomas' birthday as well as Easter Sunday in which we did a 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw0bEjHDVMnmbuX8LrK-Bhw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw0bEjHDVMnmbuX8LrK-Bhw


scavenger hunt game collecting 5 different objects which then helped 
us tell the story of Easter via Zoom (please see the photos below). We 
are also hoping to do some sponsored challenges soon to fundraise for 
Christian Aid week, so please keep a look out for that! 
  
Aside from this, I have also been calling a few of you each week to 
hear how you are getting on as myself (and several others from your 
LBC family) are keen to support you in whatever way we can. Do let 
me know if you or someone else would like a phone call in the next 
week or so, or if there is anything else I can do to help.  
  

God bless, 
Bethany, LBC Family Worker 

Tel: 07756200382 
 
 

 

 

 

Quiet Reflections 
  

When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your blessings, name them one by one,  

And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 
  

These words give us encouragement and reassurance 
that God is with us through all circumstance. 

 
Praise and thanks be to God our Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hope 

 
Cambridge University publishes a magazine, sent to its former students, 

containing, among other items, articles on current areas of research. 

The most recent edition includes such topics as: - 

The upbringing of children and their future roles as adult men and 

women 

Bugs that eat plastic and produce electricity 

Medical effects of loneliness. 

The 1791 revolution in Haiti. 

Then, to my surprise, a two-page spread headline: - 

Reasons to feel hopeful. 

 

The article begins with the attempt to bring the shy illusive bird, the 

Bittern, back to the fens. This was a success and then without any 

human encouragement another bird, extinct in Britain for centuries, 

Cranes, appeared and thrived. If there is hope for birds what about us 

in spite of global warming, war and terrorism, a declining faith in 

democracy (another research item in the current edition), or put 

another way, declining faith in politicians, and, of course, Corona virus.  

 

Is the future hopeful? 

A series of twenty graphs showing how things had improved over the 

years. Things like cereal yield is 3 times what it was 50 years ago. In 

the same time the number of people in extreme poverty has fallen from 

half the world’s population to less than one tenth. These and the other 

18 improvements were the hopes of previous generations, which the 

worldly-wise cynics saw as pie in the sky. In 1986 there were 64,000 

nuclear warheads in the world now there are less than 15,000. CND 

was worth it after all. 

 

The hopes of previous generations have been realised; can we hope 

that our fears can be overcome? 



There follows a serious and learned discussion on hope with 

contributions from specialist researchers in mental health, history, 

conservation, politics and theology (the former Archbishop, Rowan 

Williams). 

 

The belief that high hopes will somehow prevent them happening; 

better to lower your aim so as not to be disappointed. This view is 

rejected, as is the belief that Capitalism, left to itself, will produce the 

technology to solve Global Warming without us having to do anything.  

 

Hope, along with trust and love, the basic Christian virtues, is the 

direction that humanity should be travelling. To believe that with effort 

on our part no situation is inevitable. This does not mean that things 

can only get better, they may get worse before they improve. In spite of 

CND nuclear warheads increased in number from 1945 to 1986 and 

then declined. 

 

Another idea that the article rejects is while coal fired power stations 

are still being built nothing, that I can do, will make any difference to 

climate change. Remember the hymn from childhood “you in your small 

corner and me in mine” we are to shine for Jesus. Every little bit we 

don’t do only adds to the Chinese power stations effect. Also 

suggested when you have done one small thing look for another to do. 

Find the things you can control and do them, don’t despair because of 

the many things you can’t control. 

 

Are we as humans naturally selfish and cynical, or can we hope to trust 

and love each other?  It takes an effort to do this but I hope we can. 

John Rainbow 

 

  

 

 
 

 



Forgotten hymns (6) 
 
In 1984 when we were in Rhode Island, USA, a newly-retired couple in 

the Church invited us to go on a pilgrimage with them. The four of our 

family on the back seat of their aged Buick, we were driven to Plimouth, 

Massachusetts. 

 

First we went to the Quayside where a replica of the Mayflower was 

berthed. What a tiny boat for 120 passengers, how confined the 

sleeping space, and how risky cooking on an open fire on the deck! 

Then a picnic spot was found and from the Buick’s boot an enormous 

Coleman coolbox was emptied of enough food to feed us for a week 

(memorably, ham-flavoured turkey, or was it turkey-flavoured ham?). 

Then we went to the Plimouth Plantation, a replica of the original 

Pilgrim settlement, wooden huts with thatched roofs, little fields growing 

pumpkins and potatoes; goats and turkeys. The “staff” in period 

costume telling us what it was like in the 1620s. More Pilgrims died in 

the harshness of the first winter than on the risky voyage, but they 

celebrated their first year with “Thanksgiving”. 

What an experience for us! But for our hosts, Don and Lucille, it was a 

spiritual pilgrimage to the roots of their faith. This year is the 400 th 

anniversary of the voyage. 

 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

 

The Pilgrims were “non-conformist” Christians who escaped 

persecution in England first by going to Holland but then, struggling 

with language and earning a living resolved on the risky journey to the 

New World. At their departure from Holland, their pastor encouraged 

them to adhere to the Bible, saying, “The Lord hath yet more light and 

truth to break forth from His Word.” 

It later became the chorus of a strong hymn about the Bible 

We limit not the truth of God to our poor reach of mind, 

By notions of our day and sect, crude, partial and confined; 

No, let a new and better hope within our hearts be stirred: 



The Lord hath yet more light and truth 

to break forth from his word. 

The translation of the Bible unto English by William Tyndale, printed in 

Holland and circulated in England, was the source of the Pilgrims’ 

conviction. 

The Reformation was like new light breaking out from the Bible and 

inspiring true faith in Jesus. But it doesn’t stop there. 

“In faith our great forefathers went the first steps of the way. / It was the 

dawning yet to grow into the perfect day. 

And grow it shall; our glorious sun more fervid rays afford; 

The Lord hath yet more light and truth…….” 

In the 20th century the Bible inspired the ecumenical movement, the 

“servant” Church, charismatic revival, the ordination of women and 

Christian Aid. 

The joining of three Baptist Churches into one was surely an action of 

the Spirit and a breaking out of light and truth. 

What more light and truth may be breaking out as the world tackles the 

coronavirus?  What more light and truth do we need as we face the 

challenging future of our Church? 

DRB 

 
 

 
Lunchtime Concerts 

 
Naturally the concerts have been suspended during this period of 

lockdown. Our booked performers will be invited later in the year when 

we hope there will be a return to normal activities. The last concert was 

on 17 March and actually was the last time the Church was used. Alan 

and Sandra gave an excellent song programme to a reduced audience 

(owing to the uncertainty) but who showed their appreciation with a 

generous collection for Rainbows of just over £100. Thanks to 

Geraldine who volunteered to offer a snack lunch menu. 

David Gabe 

 
 



Life in Lockdown a (humorous) look from a Knitaholic 

 
Well, when I was told I had to shut myself away and entertain myself 
my first thought was “YAY I can knit all day”. This is a crafter’s dream. 
This is what I’ve been in training for since I was a little girl !  I wouldn’t 
say I was addicted to wool but we are in a committed relationship. Or 
maybe it’s addicted to me. I only buy yarn for two reasons, when I need 
it and when I don’t !   Simple . My husband is very supportive, he lets 
me have all the wool I can hide. I must find out where Mary Poppins 
bought her bag from. I need one when I go wool shopping. Yarn fills a 
special place in my heart, and my wardrobe and my living room and 
basically anywhere I can hide it. I told my husband I could fit all my 
wool into one box. He told me to stop calling our house a box. I do 
housework sometimes but you know what it’s like when you pick up 
your needles and wool to tidy it away and accidently make a hat. 
 
Knitting is very therapeutic and soothes a lot of woes. I’m not self-
medicating with wool really. The lady in the wool shop gave me a 
prescription. Well, she called it a receipt but, whatever !  We’re always 
being told to have a high fibre diet so I go wool shopping. We’re 
allowed to exercise for an hour a day at the moment. If I knit fast 
enough that counts. 
 
Technology is very important for crafters for finding patterns and 
ordering more wool but I won’t be impressed until I can download a 
100g ball of pale blue baby wool and then say “Alexa, weave in all my 
ends”. 
 
I heard yesterday that a woman is going along supermarket queues 
and jabbing people with a knitting needle. She did it twice on Friday, six 
times on Thursday and four times on Wednesday. Police think she’s 
following some kind of pattern. She’s certainly yarned and dangerous. 
I’ve learnt that it takes five sheep to make a wool jumper. I didn’t even 
know they could knit. 
 
I really must go now and work on my PhD ( project half done) and look 
for some UFO’s (unfinished objects) in my STABLE (STash  
Accumulation Beyond Life Expectancy). Remember if someone knits 
you something, they like you. If they knit it in black they love you ! 
 

Stay safe, Jean Bates 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Monday Nighters 
 

It is beginning to seem unlikely that we will be able to meet again this 
session. If restrictions are lifted and it becomes possible to arrange a 
meeting we will let you know. 

In the meantime enjoy this glorious weather and try to keep safe and 
well. Hopefully we will be able to begin our new programme in 
September.  

We will meet again (don't know where don't know when!) 

But be assured we will! 
 



VE  Day May 8th 1945 
75th Anniversary 

 
Some months ago there was consternation when the early May bank 
holiday was moved to Friday May 8th to celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of VE Day.  So much would have to be changed people said and 
anyway who can remember 75 years ago others said. 

Little did we know then how things would change and in the present 
circumstances a bank holiday will almost go unnoticed and anyway 
how can we celebrate with social distancing!   The other questions are 
who can remember VE day, what are we commemorating and how 
relevant is it to our present situation? 

Because of my great age I am one of the people who can remember 
May 8th 1945. I do remember the bunting and flags and the music and 
parties in the streets, but I principally remember it as the wedding day 
of my Auntie Marjorie. It was quite an occasion for us as a family, the 
wedding had been planned some weeks before and it was only 
decided a couple of days before that it would actually be VE day on 
May 8th. 

Auntie Marjorie, my mother’s sister was a WREN stationed at Malvern 
where she met Bob Hollman, a soldier in the American army. They 
were married at Waterbarn Baptist Chapel, Rossendale with her family 
and friends present, followed by a ‘chapel’ tea in the schoolroom. A 
very simple occasion and of course none of Bob’s family were there. In 
1946 they went to live in the States, she was one of the many GI brides, 
and they lived there with their 3 children for more than 60 years until 
they were both in their 90s. Links were made between the 2 families, 
trips made backwards and forwards as travel became easier. 

This day is my memory, as a seven year old, of VE day and just one 
example of how families around the globe united and spread 75 years 
ago.  Some older people will have their own memories on May 8th, but 
all of us can use this unusual time to make ‘good memories’ , perhaps 
just simple things, the beautiful springtime, the kindness of others 
amongst the present uncertainties. 

Lilian Limb 

 



 

Yes, this is still happening.   

With Covid-19 affecting everyone, there is an even greater need to 

show love for our global family neighbours.  In Loughborough we still 

hope to raise money but events will be very different. 

The Covid-19 outbreak has shown us that our futures are bound more 

tightly together than ever before.  In times of crisis it is the poorest, 

most vulnerable and marginalised who are at greatest risk. Christian 

Aid anticipates that some of the world's poorest countries, with the 

weakest health systems and most vulnerable people, will suffer a 

crippling loss of life and the economic impact on them will be huge.  So 

this year the outreach of Christian Aid to the poorest and marginalised 

communities is even more important than ever before. 

Last September Anne and Martyn Speight from Loughborough had the 

privilege of seeing some of the work Christian Aid does through their 

local partners in Zambia.  They visited a number of projects and came 

home having seen how climate change impacts on poor and weak 

communities.  These are people who have very limited resources with 

nothing in reserve 

and no spares for 

when things 

breakdown.  Many 

have no fixed income 

or ready access to 

health services and, 

particularly through 

HIV, have 

compromised immune 

systems. 



Anne and Martyn have fond memories of the people they met in 

Zambia and often wonder how they are coping with Covid-19.  One of 

their visits was to see the Grace Group at Shikombo (a rural village 125 

miles north of the capital Lusaka, and 30 miles on unsurfaced roads 

away from the nearest regional town).  Here the villagers sang and 

danced a welcome and enthusiastically talked about their Credit Union 

saving scheme which they were using to fund various improvements.  

This was part of a ‘Make Agriculture a Business’ project sponsored by 

Christian Aid with the aim of growing additional crops and securing 

better prices for what was being taken 

to local markets.  To do this they were 

installing irrigation pumps and tanks 

and a cold store (to hold back produce 

until the selling price is better).   

Tomatoes, which were in season last 

September, were being sold in 

markets and on the roadside.  The 

cost of a bag being 15 kwacha but 

when they are in short supply they can 

actually fetch as much as 250 kwacha!   

 

Comments heard from the Grace Group included:- 

• Michael: “It used to be difficult to save money before, but now it 

is possible to save and buy bigger items and use the money in 

a better way”. 

• Philip: “With the savings I could buy 4 bags of fertiliser, which I 

couldn’t do before. So now I am ready to use it for the fields 

when the rain begins”. 

• Elline: “I have a child in school. I used to fail to pay her school 

fees before I joined this group. This does not happen now”. 

• Joseph: “My wife was keen on this project but I did not think it 

was worthwhile.  I now realise that she was right and I was 

wrong!” 



Whilst everything was so positive last September the Covid-19 

situation will have a big impact.  In the village water is drawn from a 

shared pump.  The handle of which is metal!  With water not coming 

out of a tap, safe hand washing will not be easy and social distancing 

virtually impossible! 

During Christian Aid Week 2020 prayers and monetary gifts will be very 

important. 

What is on offer locally is:- 

- A Just Giving page specifically for Loughborough donations,  

see www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Lough-C-Aid  

 

- An opportunity for all, from the comfort of your own home, to 

follow the route of the sponsored walk and to answer quiz 

questions about the places you pass. 

 

- Join a Zoom video conference where Anne and Martyn will talk 

about the projects they visited in Zambia and will welcome any 

questions.  

Further details about these and what Christian Aid is offering nationally 

will be provided in church notices.  For quiz questions and information 

on how to join the video conference about Zambia contact Anne or 

Martyn by phone on 01509 213137 or by email at 

martyn.speight@ntlworld.com. Also make contact if you would like to 

donate by cheque. 

 

National resources and information is on 

the Christian Aid Web site, see 

www.christianaid.org.uk 

 

Anne and Martyn Speight 

 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Lough-C-Aid
mailto:martyn.speight@ntlworld.com
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


 

VIRTUAL WALK 
Let your fingers do the walking 

 
This is a Christian Aid Week Walk for everybody, even if you thought 
your walking days were over. Martyn Speight has devised a virtual walk, 
in which you don’t even need to leave your arm chair.  
 
Using a computer, a laptop, a tablet or a smart phone, participants can 
follow the route of the usual walk, stopping for a cuppa at various 
places and answering questions related to them. You might also need 
your internet to find the answers. 
 
You can pick up the details from:  
www.lbcweb.org.uk/caweek.htm 
 
which has a PDF of the route and the questions and also a link to a  
Just Giving page for you to make donations to Christian Aid. 
 
Please think of this as an alternative to the Christian Aid Week red 
envelope which has had to be abandoned this year for obvious reasons. 
Christian Aid is still helping some of the most vulnerable people in the 
world, made even more desperate by the corona virus. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN AID SUNDAY – 10th May 
 
Our on-line services continue at LBC and on May 10th worship notes 
have been compiled by Martyn Speight. Some of this material comes 
from Christian Aid and some gathered by Martyn and Anne in Zambia 
on a trip to see the work of Christian Aid there. 
 
This material will be emailed to everyone on the morning of 10th May 
and the service will also be made available from the “Downloads” page 
of the website. 
  
 http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/Downloads.html 
 

 
 

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/caweek.htm
http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/Downloads.html


Bluebells 
 
In spite of our movements being limited at the moment I feel sure that a 
good proportion of us have seen the bluebells this Spring. Like many of 
you, we have bluebells in our garden. When we got married John 
insisted on bringing some of the  bluebells from the garden on Holt 
Drive to Patterdale Drive. This Spring the garden has been almost 
completely covered in a gorgeous haze of blue. 
 
At the end of Patterdale Drive there is a spinney. It belongs to the 
University I think, who look after it, keeping the trees in order and 
setting paths and bridges so that people can walk round. On Friday we 
decided to make it our daily walk. If we went at the weekend, we 
thought, it would be too busy and if we waited until the Monday it would 
be too late. We were just in time! The bluebells were lovely. 
 
I found the following poem on the internet: 

I walked into the lonely wood 

And stared about the place I stood, 

The beauty of the tree lined glade 

With shafts of light that pierced the shade 

All filled me with a sense of awe 

The bluebell carpet best of all. 

Jack Horne 
 

If you haven’t 
seen any 
bluebells this 
year, take a 
moment to 
remember ones 
you have seen in 
previous years 
and the people 
you have seen 
them with. 
 

Margaret 

 



In the time of quiet . . .  
 

No one's told the daffodils about the pause to Spring  

And no one's told the birds to roost and asked them not to sing  

No one's asked the lazy bee to cease his bumbling round  

And no one's stopped the bright green shoots emerging through the 

ground  

No one's told the sap to rest, deep within the wood  

And stop the sleepy trees from waking, wreathed about in bud  

No one's told the sky to douse its brightest shade of blue  

And stop the scudding clouds from puffing headlong into view  

No one's asked the lambs to still the springs beneath their feet  

To stop their rapid rush and quell each joyful bleat  

No one's told the stream to halt its gurgle or its flow  

And warned the playful breezes, not to gust and blow  

No one's asked the raindrops not to fall upon the earth  

And fail to quench the soil in the season of rebirth  

No one's locked the sun down, or dimmed the shimmer of the moon  

And even in the darkest night, the stars are still immune  

Remember what you value, remember who is dear  

Close the doors to danger and keep your family near  

In the quiet all around us take the time to sit and stare  

And wonder at the glory unfurling everywhere  

Look towards the future, after the ordeal  

And keep faith in Mother Nature's power and will to heal......  

 

Philippa Aikin 



Beautiful Butterflies! 
 

Most of us delight to find the first signs of Spring; a crocus in bloom – a 

brush of green on the willows – and then on a sunny day, the joy of an 

early butterfly!   

By this time of year, there are 

many more butterflies to be 

found, which to me, are as much 

a joy as the early arrivals! They 

are so intricately patterned with 

wonderful, iridescent colours; I 

love watching their busy 

fluttering from one place to another or basking in the warm sunshine. 

What exuberance from our Creator! 

At the moment the Peacocks are by far the most numerous but another 

week, it could be Meadow Brown or maybe this year will bring more 

Painted Ladies.  

I’m definitely no expert but have learned to recognise more varieties 

over the last few years. There are 56 different species in the UK, 

though some have a small population, only seen in specific areas.  

Sadly, numbers of many have declined. Habitat changes, amongst 

other reasons, have affected 

their numbers and we can help 

by planting nectar rich flowers in 

our gardens. 

Butterflies have such a beauty 

and fascination, that they have 

inspired many works of art, 

poetry and music



I came across this piece of piano music by Edvard Grieg in a selection 

of his short pieces. It’s called “Butterfly” (Sommerflugl in Norwegian). 

I love the way the melody rises and falls like a butterfly in flight – and 

then slows to rest on a flower. 

 

I hope you can find it from this link - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf-

ZZo9WMYQ 

(or just type Butterfly by Grieg into 

your browser)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few interesting facts about Butterflies (and Moths.) 

Only male Orange Tip Butterflies have the orange tips on their wings. 

Butterflies have been around for at least 50 million years 

In Britain and Ireland, Blue Tits eat an estimated 50 billion moth 
caterpillars each year 

Some butterflies travel two or three thousand miles at the end of 
summer to reach warmer countries for the winter. 

The Painted Lady is the most common Butterfly in the world.  

 

Gill Butcher 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf-ZZo9WMYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf-ZZo9WMYQ


This poem is from a collection “Prayers from the Ark”, by Carmen 
Bernos de Gasztold and was originally written in French. The 
translation is by poet, Rumer Godden. 
 
Each of the poems in this collection is written beautifully to capture the 
nature of the different creatures. 
Read it out loud to see how the words flit to and fro ….. 
 
 

The Prayer of the Butterfly 
Lord! 
Where was I? 
Oh yes! This flower, this sun, 
thank You! Your world is beautiful! 
This scent of roses... 
Where was I? 
A drop of dew 
I have to go... 
Where? I do not know! 
The wind has painted fancies 
on my wings. 
Fancies... 
Where was I?  
Of yes! Lord, 
I had something to tell you; 
                                             Amen 

 
Praise God for his Creation and for giving us a creative mind! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Butterfly Wordsearch 
 
For those of you who enjoy a Wordsearch, here’s something to occupy 
a few minutes with some butterflies you might see in UK! 
(It’s probably easier if you can print this page out!) 
 

 

J G E P P R N F H V I E Q L G  

P O W U J E T Z X C I D I M N  

U N R E L E A B J D P A B D I  

F N V A L B R C H M T Q R C L  

F T B G N H L F O W A H I O Y  

M M N Q D G H L O C O U M M A  

S I E X J B E L A L K Y S M R  

R E V C F O L T L M F L T A G  

V D R W F A B Y I X S L O F K  

B P B A W Y B A S P S L N G F  

T Z X S P L O P Y Y R C E D L  

Y G E D U X E T I H W D O O W  

G A T E K E E P E R Q L L R J  

O M R I W A Z R F G U E E I A  

M O N A R C H J F O I O L Q I  

 
BRIMSTONE 

COMMA 

GATEKEEPER 

GRAYLING  

HOLLYBLUE 

MONARCH 

ORANGETIP 

PEACOCK 

RINGLET 

SMALLBLUE 

SWALLOWTAIL 

WOODWHITE 
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Services in May and June 
 
We shall continue the pattern of sending out a service each Sunday 
morning by email and on the website. We hope that those of you  
without internet are managing to get copies of the services. Please 
contact Vicky, Margaret or Lilian if you have problems with this. 
This is an opportunity to worship in fellowship with the congregation at 
LBC. 
 

The services will be prepared and led by: 

May 3rd David Butcher 

May 10th Christian Aid Sunday 

May 17th  Margaret Thirlwell 

May 24th Elaine Grimley  

May 31st Michael Tebbatt 

June 7th Daphne Hall 

June 14th Howard Ketton 

June 21st Michael Limb 

June 28th  David Butcher 

 

Thought for the Day 
 

Fri 1 May      David Butcher                        

Mon 4 May      Jillian Beresford                     

Wed 6 May     Daphne Hall                            

Fri 8 May        Martin Allen                            

Mon 11 May  Howard Ketton                      

Wed 13 May  David Beresford                     

Fri 15 May   John Evans 

 
 

 
 

 
Items for the May magazine should be handed into the office or sent to 
edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday 24th May 2020 
 
 

mailto:edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
SUNDAY  10.45 Family Worship (Crèche, Sundiclub & Young People’s 
Group) 
WORSHIP 4.00 Sunday@Four  (Third Sunday of the month) 

 6.00 Evening Worship       
   

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 12.00 -   2.00       Lunch Break   
 

MONDAYS  1.00 *Little Stars* (for babies, toddlers and their Carers) 
 5.15 Rainbows (girls aged 5-6) 
 6.15 Brownies (girls aged 7-11) 
 6.45 Guides (girls aged 11+) 
 7.00 Rangers and Young Leaders (girls aged 14+) 
 6.30 Contact Club  (snooker for all) 
 7.30 Monday Nighters, first & third in the month(friendship for all) 
 

TUESDAYS 10.00 Yarn Angels (knitting and crocheting for charities) 
 12.45 Lunchtime Concert (Third Tuesday in the month) 
 2.30 Baptist Women’s Fellowship (devotional meeting) 
 6.30 Film Club, 1st & 3rd Tues (young people 10 to 16)  
 7.30 Creations   (hand crafts, first and third Tuesday in month) 
   

WEDNESDAYS  1.45  Badminton Club 
 3.30 Messy Church – for families, first Wednesday every 

month 
 7.30 Ladies Choir 
  

THURSDAYS 11.00 “Forget Me Not” – Fortnightly(for those living with dementia) 
 7.30 Church Meeting – Third Thursday most months 
   

FRIDAYS 12.45 Luncheon Club (Senior Friends, alternate weeks) 
 5.00 *Superstars* and SSExtra (boys and girls aged 5 - 11) 
 6.30 Music Group (preparation for worship) 
 7.15 Church Choir practice  (as required) 
   

SATURDAYS      10.00   - 12 noon : Coffee Morning 
 6.30 Link-Up  (First Saturday of the month) 
 

WEEKDAY EVENINGS  House Groups, Bible Study, Christian Meditation Group, 
  
  Discussion and Prayer Groups  
  (Enquire at the office for days and times) 
 

 



34 

 
 
Church Office:  Tel: 01509 215642  
  e-mail: o f f i c e @ l b c w e b . o r g . u k   
Pastoral Worker:  Victoria Edwards Tel: 07557 023383 
General Secretary:  Margaret Thirlwell Tel: 01509 232840 
Family Worker:   Bethany Lock Tel: 07756 200382 
  

 
SUNDAY 10.45 am with Crèche, Sundiclub & Young People’s 
Group. 
WORSHIP Communion on 3rd Sunday of the month. 

4.00 pm Sunday@Four   
(3rd Sun in the month instead of 6pm) 
6.00 pm with Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

   
MID-WEEK Bible Study, House Groups and Discipleship and 

Christian 
 Meditation  courses are run, offering opportunities for 

Christian learning and fellowship. 
 

There are 2 women’s organisations and a “Contact Club” 
for snooker. (For days and times see inside back cover.) 
 
“Link-Up”, a social evening for people with learning 
difficulties, is held on the 1st Saturday of every month. 
 

 CHILDREN & See previous page for details  
YOUNG PEOPLE 

 
 LUNCH BREAK Open Tuesday to Friday: you may bring your own 

food to eat, or buy food and drink for a quiet lunch 
time. 
Senior Friends connected with the church may belong  
to the fortnightly Lunch Club. 

 
 TRANSPORT to services and meetings is available on request. 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS please contact the Church Office 

 Open daily 9 am - 12 noon or look on our web site 
w w w . l b c w e b . o r g . u k  

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/

